
 
 

October28th, 2017. 

 

As on the other days the chair of the coordinating committee, Sr. Julie, gave us an overview about what 

would be happening this day. Today we voted on the different proposals that were brought to the floor.  

 

 
 

We also discussed how we want to take the decisions of this General Assembly to our sisters back home. 

Sr. Brenda first gave us a short and deep reflection question: If to me as a woman, a child was born and the child 

was not as perfectly as I hoped, how would I nurture that child into the fullness of life? The directives created are 

our “collective child”. How will I present that child to my family, the sisters at home? How will I bring the child to 

its fullness so that God may be glorified and we ourselves challenged to deepen our Franciscan spirituality in our 

multicultural and intercultural realities? 

We then met in our regional / delegation groups and responded to two questions: 

1. How will we bring the message home? 

2. What are some of the elements we would like to focus on in our particular region / delegation? 

 

 
 

Afterwards we shared our ideas in a plenary session and then received the question for personal reflection: 

What are we learning about ourselves in our multicultural realities? 

 

 
 

Together we then celebrated the Eucharist. The homily today on the Feast of Saint Simon and Judas 

reminded us of two things: First, that God calls us personally and he calls us by name as he did with the first 

apostles. So, our answer has to be personal too. For us as religious the answer also needs to find an expression in 

community life. Secondly, the Lord entrusted us with the task to continue His mission. Despite all our efforts, it is 

the mission that the Father gave to his son Jesus. The mission does not come from us, it is not our mission. It 

comes from God and is entrusted to us through the Church. 



The theme of General Assembly was: Impelled by the Gospel, we SSM together cast out into the deep to 

restore hope and mercy to our broken world. The response that was found shows comunal effort but also it will be 

the effort of each single sister for the next five years. It is an urgent task on all levels and it is a heavy task; but at 

the same time it is always a human task. 

Evangelii Gaudium encourages us:  

“Because we do not always see these seeds growing, we need an interior certainty, a conviction that God 

is able to act in every situation, even amid apparent setbacks: ‘We have this treasure in earthen vessels’ (2 Cor 

4:7). This certainty is often called ’sense of mystery’. It involves knowing with certitude that all those who entrust 

themselves to God in love will bear good fruit (cf. Jn 15:5). This fruitfulness is often invisible, elusive and 

unquantifiable. We can know quite well that our lives will be fruitful, without claiming to know how, or where, or 

when. We may be sure that none of our acts of love will be lost, nor any of our acts of sincere concern for others. 

No single act of love for God will be lost, no generous effort is meaningless, no painful endurance is wasted. All of 

these encircle our world like a vital force. Sometimes it seems that our work is fruitless, but mission is not like a 

business transaction or investment, or even a humanitarian activity. It is not a show where we count how many 

people come as a result of our publicity; it is something much deeper, which escapes all measurement. It may be 

that the Lord uses our sacrifices to shower blessings in another part of the world which we will never visit. The 

Holy Spirit works as he wills, when he wills and where he wills; we entrust ourselves without pretending to see 

striking results. We know only that our commitment is necessary. Let us learn to rest in the tenderness of the 

arms of the Father amid our creative and generous commitment. Let us keep marching forward; let us give him 

everything, allowing him to make our efforts bear fruit in his good time.” (Evangelii Gaudium Nr.279) 

 

 
 

In the afternoon session, we voted on the final document and also the date of transition for the present 

and the newly elected General Council. Then Sr. Teresina expressed her heartfelt thank you to all the different 

groups: the interpreters, the secretaries, the writing team, the coordinating committee, the translators of written 

texts, the communication team, the team that prepared the environment, the liturgy commission, all the 

delegates and Sr. Anna Maria Buchini for her readiness to come from Brazil. Also thanked were the hospitality 

team together with the kitchen team, the two facilitators, the General Council and the preparation committee. To 

close Sr. Cathy thanked Sr. Teresina for her many years of dedicated service. 

 

 

 
 

In the evening we had adoration and a reconciliation service. Before the service we each received a small 

stone which we put during the ritual into a bowl with water and therein washed our hands. After we each 



received a light from the Pascal Candle which we put before Mary’s picture we continued our evening prayer. The 

day concluded with a fun recreation together where we looked at many photos of the last two weeks.  

 

 

 
  


