
 

 

 

 
October 15

th
, 2017. 

 
This day started with international 
lauds which lead us into a day of 
silence and reflection. The opening 
liturgy of the 22

nd
 General Assembly 

began at five o’clock with Cardinal J. 
Aviz and Fr. Aidan as a concelebrant. 
From nearly all Italian local 
communities a great numbers of 
sisters celebrated with us delegates.  
In his homily the Cardinal reminded us 
that our charism is given by the Holy 
Spirit to the church. For us sisters it is 
decisive but it is meant for everyone. 
He said consecrated life is like a big 
garden with many flowers in different 
colours. Like St. Paul in the reading of 
today we are invited to have peace of 
mind in all circumstances because we 
follow the Lord and this can fill us with 
joy. The gospel of today says that life 
is a banquet and Jesus invites all 
peoples, all cultures, and with different 
speeds. The only thing that is 
important is that we heed his 
invitation. 
 
He then talked about the main themes 
of the 2017 guidelines “New Wine in 
new Wineskins”. Jesus is the new 
wine and we are the wineskins. We 
need to adapt to the new wine which 
calls us to conversion and change. 
This is an ongoing formative process 
starting in our mother’s womb and not 
finishing until we die. To follow Jesus 
means to follow a wonderful mystery 
which we are not allowed to water 
down. Change and renewal calls us to 
be open and to listen. If we are 
enamoured with Jesus we trust in the 

 

  

  

  

  

  



 

belief of our experience. We need to 
share our experience of Jesus as a 
community and overcome the 
temptation of individualism. 
Community life is crucial and without 
frank dialog that touches the heart of 
a person, we no longer live 
community in an honest way. 
Obedience and authority also need to 
go hand in hand. We are to be 
brothers and sisters and not superiors 
and subjects. He concluded stating 
the majority does not always have the 
truth. There needs to be honest 
searching of God’s will. 
 
At the end of the Mass the apostolic 
blessing of the Vatican was 
announced and we all were blessed. 
From the chapel we delegates went in 
procession to the assembly hall 
carrying with us the symbols of the 
General Assembly: a candle, the 
Gospel, a boat and a fish net. Before 
entering the hall Sr. Teresina Marra 
knocked at the closed door and the 
Cardinal opened it. In remembrance 
of our baptism we were blessed with 
holy water as we each entered the 
hall. 
 
Sr. Teresina then officially opened the 
22

nd
 General Assembly. Each 

delegate was called by name, 
responded verbally and then signed 
her name as being present.  
 
Cardinal Aviz reminded us that in the 
assembly hall we are in the presence 
of God who made himself small. We 
are created in his image and likeness. 
The simplest method to become like 
him is to love one another and to 
make ourselves small in front of the 
other. We were then blessed a third 
time before gathering to share in a 
festive dinner. 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  
 
  


